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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKLET:

This May Plenary casts long shadows over Europe. As crises multiply, the
institutions in Brussels appear more detached than ever from the needs and
concerns of European citizens. Amid this growing disconnect, the Patriots
Group remains steadfast — committed to exposing the truth, defending
national sovereignty, and restoring common sense in EU policymaking.

This week, we are taking a decisive step in uncovering one of the EU’s largest
financial scandals: the opaque and unaccountable funding of NGOs by the
European Commission. Billions of euros have been funneled into ideologically
aligned organizations without transparency, democratic oversight, or proper
controls. We will confront this failure head-on in Strasbourg.

At the same time, the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) continues to
demand more money and concessions from our nation-states — despite the
mounting failures of Brussels’ policy agenda. The PATRIOTS stand united
against new EU taxes or burdens on our people.

Economic pressures are escalating. Some political groups still refuse to
abandon their costly Green Deal ambitions, even as Europe's once-proud
industrial backbone — especially the automotive sector — suffers under the
combustion engine ban and relentless overregulation. The recent massive
blackout in Spain and Portugal, reportedly triggered by renewables, only
confirms our long-standing warnings.

On a more hopeful note, our call for peace discussions between Ukraine
and Russia has finally been heard — the plenary will debate the possibility of

a diplomatic path forward.

The Patriots will continue to stand for what truly matters: peace, freedom,
and prosperity for all the peoples in Europe.
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European Budget: More Money Siphoned from Member
States

As the new 2028-2034 multi-annual
budget of the European Union takes
shape, we once again observe that
European leaders have learned nothing
from their mistakes. The proposals
submitted to Parliament aim to give
even more money and powers to the
European Commission, while many
Member States are being told by
Brussels to tighten their belts.

Each year, France contributes €12 billion
to the EU. This is €12 billion that is
missing from public policies benefiting
the French people. Worse still, the
European Union has embarked on a
reckless borrowing spree. Although the
European Commission is prohibited
from borrowing under the treaties, it
nevertheless has a liability of over €500
billion euros. These amounts will have
to be covered by the Member States
and, therefore, by taxpayers. This is
similar to the €750 billion Recovery Plan
adopted during the Covid crisis. In total,
France will have to cover more than
€100 billion in the coming years.

Jordan Bardella

The parliamentary majority of Von der
Leyen also intends to create European
taxes that will supplement the Union's
budget. This federalist leap poses a real
danger to our European nations. Freed
from the budgetary control exercised by
the Member States, the European
Commission would find no limits to the
expansion of its powers and regulatory
frenzy.

The Patriots group, on the other hand,
will advocate for a European budget
that is limited in size and scope. We
must return to the original philosophy:
European added value in the service of
sovereign nations.

“The European Commission is
prohibited from borrowing under
the treaties, it nevertheless has a

liability of over €500 billion euros.”

President Patriots Group, French delegation - Rassemblement National
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Cracking the Pattern: Decisive Actions for EU
Transparency and Accountability

European citizens deserve transparency.
Yet, EU institutions are failing to uphold
the trust placed in them. For too long,
they have pointed fingers at
democratically elected governments,
distorting the rule of law and cloaking
their actions in ideological bias — all
while ignoring the deepening rot within
their own ranks.

From Qatargate to Pfizergate, and
questionable  conduct by former
commissioners, such as the
Timmermans and Reynders cases, we
are witnessing a pattern: a pattern of
secrecy, nhegligence, corruption and
abuse of power. These are not isolated
incidents. They reflect a systemic failure.
And to this day, the EU institutions have
yet to provide real answers or accept
meaningful responsibility. Enough is
enough.

This is why our Group has taken the
lead to establish the TRAC Committee —
a committee of inquiry on transparency
and accountability. No more vague
promises.

Kinga Gal

“We are witnessing a pattern: a
pattern of secrecy, negligence,
corruption and abuse of power.”

We are addressing corruption, money
laundering, undue influence over
legislation, and other breaches of EU
transparency, accountability, and rule of
law standards.

We are also tackling the murky world of
NGO financing. Europeans deserve to
know how their money is spent. We
have submitted data requests to the
European Commission and turned to
the European Ombudsman, demanding
full disclosure on opaque NGO funding
— echoing concerns raised by the Court
of Auditors.

This is about more than criminal
misconduct; it is about political decay.
EU institutions must be held to the
highest standards. Citizens expect it.
Citizens deserve it. We, the Patriots, are
here to break this pattern and bring the
change Europe needs - to fight for
clarity, truth and integrity for Europe.

First Vice-President Patriots Group, Hungarian delegation - Fidesz
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Another Half-Fix from Brussels: CO, Standards
and the Art of Political Cover-Up

Under the wurgent procedure, the
Commission is once again trying to
quietly clean up its own mess. After
bulldozing through its grand “Fit for 55"
ambitions  without serious impact
assessments or throughout consultation
with those most affected, it now realises
— too late — that its framework is
flawed and, frankly, unworkable. So
what is Brussels doing? Not a full
rethink. Not a strategic reset. But yet
another half-hearted adjustment. A
cosmetic fix. A gesture, not a solution.

The automotive sector, one of Europe’s
most innovative and strategic industries,
has been turned into the scapegoat for
broader policy failures. Instead of
supporting  this key sector, the
Commission’s blind obsession with a
one-size-fits-all solution rides
roughshod over the economic realities
of different Member States and
completely disregards the everyday
needs of workers, businesses, and
families.

Klara Dostalova

“The Green Deal, in its current form, is
not a roadmap to sustainable
prosperity — it is a blueprint for
industrial and economic decline.”

This latest patch-up job proves what we
have said all along: the Green Deal, in its
current form, is not a roadmap to
sustainable prosperity — it is a blueprint
for industrial and economic decline.
When ideology drives policymaking,
reality is always the first victim.

In its relentless push for symbolic
victories and PR headlines, Brussels has
forgotten a basic truth: Europe is not a
laboratory. Its citizens are not guinea
pigs. Its industries are not expendable.
Millions of Europeans see through this
facade. And so do we.

Our message is clear: Europe’s future
will not be saved by bans, punishments,
and centralised diktats, but by trusting
its people, backing its industries, and
returning to common sense. It's time for
real leadership — not green theatre.

Vice-President Patriots Group, Czech delegation - ANO 2011
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Exposing the EU’s NGO Funding Scandal

Last month, the European Court of
Auditors published a shocking report on
the EU’'s opaque subsidy carousel to
NGOs. The Court rightfully points out
that very little progress was made since
the publication of the Court's previous
report 7 years ago. There is still no
uniform definition of an NGO, no
common registration system for subsidy
applicants and no coherent and easily
accessible  overview of attributed
subsidies. As a result, 90% of entities
that received subsidies from the EU,
roughly 70.000 organisations, were not
identified as an NGO eligible for EU
funding.

The report is shocking, but shouldn't
come as a surprise. The European
Parliament has always been reluctant to
amend the Financial Regulation and
increase financial transparency of NGO
funding. In its 2022 report, the
Parliament wanted to limit increased
transparency requirements to cross-
border NGOs only.

Sebastiaan Stoteler

“Billions in taxpayer money handed

out with no oversight, no

definitions, and no accountability.”

The LIBE opinion to the report, citing EC)
case law, even stipulated that funding
transparency can “obstruct activities of
NGOs and create a chilling effect
affecting their members and donors”.

As members of the European
Parliament, it is our duty to ensure that
European funding achieves what they
are meant to achieve. Because if we
don't, we are not only failing bona fide
NGOs, but we would also be wasting the
money of hard-working European
taxpayers, of whom the EU is expecting
more and more transparency and
accountability.

Vice-President Patriots Group, Head of Dutch delegation - PWVV
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Against Centralization in Brussels: The EPP
Endangers Europe's Sovereignly

At the European People’s Party (EPP)

congress in Valencia, the political
establishment's vision for Europe
became unmistakably clear: more

militarization, more power for Brussels,
and less say for the nation states. This
marks a dangerous shift away from the
European peace project toward a
centralized EU.

Particularly concerning is the EPP's push
for the creation of a “real European
Defence Union.” Instead of addressing
urgent issues such as inflation or illegal
mass immigration, the plan is to
transform Europe into a military
superpower - at the expense of national
sovereignty.

Equally alarming is the proposal for the
EU to speak “with one voice” in foreign
policy. In practice, this would mean
abolishing the unanimity principle in the
Council - a political breach of historic
proportions.  Brussels would thus
become the sole decision-maker in
matters of security, overriding the will of
the Member States.

Harald Vilimsky

“Europe should embrace constructive
proposals like those of the Patriots, aimed at
securing peace, freedom, and prosperity for

all Europe.”

The roles of Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen and EPP leader
Manfred Weber exemplify a model of
the EU that relies on centralized control

and the erosion of national
competencies. Yet the unanimity
principle remains the final line of

defense for national democracies. Those
who seek to abolish it are threatening
the very foundations of a sovereign
Europe.

Rather than exploiting crises to further
shift national powers to Brussels,
Europe should embrace constructive
proposals like those of the Patriots,
aimed at securing peace, freedom, and
prosperity for all Europe.

Vice-President Patriots Group, Head of Austrian delegation - FPO
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Wake Up Belore Everything Goes Dark

The blackout on April 28 was not just a
technical glitch. It was the raw
consequence of Europe’s reckless,
ideological energy policy. For hours,
Portugal was in the dark—airports shut
down, hospitals running on emergency
generators, communications collapsing.
This is not what we expect from a
modern democracy. It felt like a country
at war.

Portugal became the fourth European
country to shut down its coal plants—
without a Plan B. And now? We depend
on Spain to keep our lights on. When
Spain falters, we all fall. Is this the
“resilience” Brussels keeps preaching?

Renewables are treated like a silver
bullet. They are not. They are
intermittent, unstable, and often

damaging to the very environment they
claim to protect. Offshore wind farms
threaten marine ecosystems. Solar
panels cover our arable land. And yet
we are surprised when they can't power
an entire grid?

Antonio Tanger Corréa

“Offshore wind farms threaten

marine ecosystems. Solar

panels cover our arable land.”

| support nuclear energy. Yes, | say it
clearly—because | want a country with a
future, not one enslaved by ideological
blind spots. Energy is sovereignty. And
right now, Portugal has neither.

It is time to stop the green propaganda
and start talking about serious
solutions. Interconnected grids, yes. But
above all, a balanced energy mix that
includes nuclear—and dares to revisit
coal where needed. If we do not, we'll
remain at the mercy of the next
blackout.

This is not just an energy issue. It is a
national emergency. And Europe must
treat it as such.

Vice-President Patriots Group, Head of Portuguese delegation - CHEGA
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COz: Brussels’ New Weapon Against Our
Freedoms

Under the guise of saving the planet,
Brussels is imposing an ever more
unbearable ecological straitjacket on
Europeans. CO2 emission standards for
vehicles are yet another tool of this
punitive ideology targeting motorists,
the middle class, and rural communities.
The result: bans, fines, restrictions... and
above all, relentless pressure to switch
to fully electric vehicles.

But at what cost? The European Union
turns a blind eye to the dark side of this
transition. Electric vehicle batteries don't
fall from the sky. Their production
requires the extraction of rare earth
metals, often in appalling environmental
and human conditions:  massive
pollution, forced labor, child
exploitation. The European “Green Deal”
is built on staggering hypocrisy.

Meanwhile, our car manufacturers are
strangled by unrealistic standards, our
industry weakened, and our freedoms
trampled.

Jean-Paul Garraud

“Our car manufacturers are strangled
by unrealistic standards, our industry
weakened, and our freedoms

trampled.”

By regulating everything from Brussels,
they are destroying our way of life, our
jobs, and our sovereignty.

Progress does not come through guilt,
coercion, or surrendering our energy
independence. It comes through
innovation, pragmatism, and respect for
our people. It is time to put an end to
this technocratic madness.

The National Rally demands a rooted,
protective, and realistic environmental
bring back

policy. Enough dogma,
common sense.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of French delegation - Rassemblement National
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Breaking the Coalition Consensus: Patriots for
Europe's Alternative Path

The grand coalition of the European
Parliament—comprising the EPP, S&D,
Renew, and the Greens—has expressed
its support for continuing the
implementation of the EU's failed
asylum and migration policy, ideological
financial blackmail, and the operation of
political activist and media networks.

This coalition is also united in its backing
for ongoing financial support for war
and the introduction of new own
resources after 2027.

Furthermore, it seeks to maintain
interference in the democratic elections
of Member States by continuing rule of
law procedures against sovereign
countries.

The Patriots for Europe Group firmly
rejects the grand coalition’s plans for
the Multiannual Financial Framework
post-2027.

Tamas Deutsch

“We oppose their attacks on the
sovereignty of Member States, we fight
against illegal migration, and we stand

against the spread of woke ideology.”

We oppose their attacks on the
sovereignty of Member States, we fight
against illegal migration, and we stand
against the spread of woke ideology.

We call for an EU budget after 2027 that
prevents billions of euros from being
spent on political activist and media

networks, that does not condition
access to EU funds on political-
ideological  alignment, that truly

supports Member States in protecting
the Union’s external borders and in
preventing illegal migration, that brings
an end to the forced greening agenda of
the Green Deal, and that promotes
peace instead of war.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Hungarian delegation - Fidesz
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Time for Action: Protecting Rural Communities by
Rebalancing Wolf Management in Europe

The wolf's protection status underscores
Brussels’ failure to address rural
communities’ needs. The European
Commission’s steps to downgrade the
wolf's protection under the Bern
Convention and propose amendments
to the Habitats Directive are long
overdue. These measures must be
swiftly implemented to tackle the
growing  crisis:  uncontrolled  wolf
populations, estimated at 21,000 across
Europe, cause approximately 65,500
livestock losses annually, fueling fear
among rural residents and threatening
the survival of agricultural economies,
especially in mountain regions where
traditional farming is already under
strain.

For years, Ive urged the EU
Commissioner for the Environment to
prioritize  rural communities over
ideological rigidity. Wolves are no longer
vulnerable; their exponential growth
endangers pastoral livelihoods. We need
common-sense solutions, not dogma.
No one seeks mass culling, but Member
States must have effective tools for

Paolo Borchia

“Swift, practical action is needed to
ensure rural communities can thrive
alongside balanced biodiversity

policies.”

responsible population management.
The Commission’s March 2025 proposal
to revise the Habitats Directive,
following the Bern  Convention’s
downgrade effective 6 March 2025, is a
critical step toward this balance.

Farmers are not the environment's
enemies—they are its first defenders,
shaping and preserving our landscapes
for generations. Yet, EU policies often
burden them with impractical rules.
Protecting biodiversity must align with
safeguarding rural livelihoods. An EU
that listens to its farmers, rather than
imposing  top-down  measures, s
essential. | will continue fighting in
Parliament to restore dignity and safety
to rural communities, rejecting delays
and technocratic excuses. Europe must
defend its territories and support its
people, not abandon them to appease

ideological dogmas. Swift, practical
action is needed to ensure rural
communities can thrive alongside

balanced biodiversity policies.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Italian delegation - Lega Salvini
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The Green Delusion Goes Dark

They mocked wus. They called us
alarmists. They insulted me personally
for warning that Spain was heading
toward an energy collapse. Now the
blackout has come—and suddenly, it's
“not that serious.” They justify it. They
normalize it. This is not
mismanagement. It is design.

It is the essence of the 2030 Agenda:
you will own nothing, and you will be
happy. And you will live in darkness
while they lecture you about your
carbon footprint from a private jet.

This is the result of a deliberate plan to
deindustrialize Europe, to impoverish its
middle classes, and to destroy national
sovereignty. Spain’s national grid
operator—a public company, which
could and should serve the common
good—is instead controlled by Socialist
Party cronies with no experience in the
energy sector. Its chairwoman, a former
socialist minister, spent the blackout
tweeting against Donald Trump.

Jorge Buxadé

“The ruling coalition gambled with
our energy security. The blackout

was their result.”

One week earlier, one of Spain's energy
regulators proudly announced a new
initiative: timing how long men and
women appear on TV news, to enforce
“gender equality.” That's their focus—
while the country loses power.

Our nuclear plants aren't being shut
down for technical or economic reasons.

They're being dismantled out of
ideological sectarianism. Meanwhile,
renewable  energies—useful  when

integrated wisely—are being imposed
without balance, weakening grid
stability and reducing critical inertia.

And the Prime Minister lies again—while
demanding more censorship to silence
dissent.

At VOX's initiative, Patriots for Europe
has secured a debate in Strasbourg.
Spain’s blackout is Europe’s warning.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Spanish delegation - VOX
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Fueling Europe’s Drive: A Sovereign Stand Against CO2
Mandates

Europe’s automotive industry, a €500
billion engine of prosperity, faces
collapse under the European
Commission’s CO2 emission standards
(Regulation  (EU) 2019/631), now
demanding a 55% CO2 reduction for
new cars by 2030. These 2025-tightened
rules accelerate a combustion engine
ban, threatening 1.3 million livelihoods
across Germany, Italy, and beyond.
Europe’s roads need pragmatism, not
Brussels’ chokehold. With only 600,000
EV charging stations in 2025—against a
3.5 million target by 2030—compliance
costs hit €16 billion annually, crushing
smaller manufacturers.

The Commission’s €800 million push for
EV production this year leans on
Chinese-controlled 65% of global battery
materials, exposing Europe to price
spikes—lithium costs rose 18% since
January amid Russia’s export limits and
US trade frictions. In 2025, 3 million
non-EU workers flood labor markets,
straining communities, while regulatory
overreach muzzles free speech, fining
firms that resist green dogma.

Filip Turek

“Europe’s roads need pragmatism,
not Brussels’ chokehold.”

Geopolitical storms, from Middle East
unrest to China’s supply chain
dominance, deepen the crisis, with 30%
of Eastern European plants facing
closure.

Sovereignty demands thriving
industries, not supranational edicts.
Divert €30 million  from  LIFE

programme’s activist grants to retrain
450,000 workers by 2028, securing jobs.
Ease €5 billion in compliance burdens
for small firms and build local battery
supply chains, cutting foreign reliance
by 25%. A bold policy shields workers
and communities from global volatility,
ensuring Europe’s automotive legacy
endures. Without reform, Brussels'
green obsession will stall our future.
Let's steer with strength now.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Czech delegation - Prisaha & Motoristé sobé
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No to Green Absolutism

Europe’s automotive industry, a €500
billion engine of prosperity, faces
collapse under the European
Commission’s CO2 emission standards
(Regulation  (EU) 2019/631), now
demanding a 55% CO2 reduction for
new cars by 2030. These 2025-tightened
rules accelerate a combustion engine
ban, threatening 1.3 million livelihoods
across Germany, Italy, and beyond.
Europe’s roads need pragmatism, not
Brussels’ chokehold. With only 600,000
EV charging stations in 2025—against a
3.5 million target by 2030—compliance
costs hit €16 billion annually, crushing
smaller manufacturers.

The Commission’s €800 million push for
EV production this year leans on
Chinese-controlled 65% of global battery
materials, exposing Europe to price
spikes—lithium costs rose 18% since
January amid Russia’s export limits and
US trade frictions. In 2025, 3 million
non-EU workers flood labor markets,
straining communities, while regulatory
overreach muzzles free speech, fining
firms that resist green dogma.

Barbara Bonte

“Europe should not be governed
by bureaucratic quotas handed

down from Brussels.”

Meanwhile, local governments,
encouraged by this ideological drive, are
layering on CO,-based driving bans and
restrictions. The outcome is a disjointed
and often arbitrary system of penalties
that fall hardest on those who simply
need to drive to work or care for their
families. This is not environmental policy
—it is social control masked as climate
action.

Europe should not be governed by
bureaucratic quotas handed down from
Brussels. Instead, we must defend
national sovereignty, protect industrial
diversity, and uphold the democratic
principle that policies should serve the
people—not control them. Climate
policy must be rooted in realism,
technological freedom, and economic
responsibility.

What Europe needs is not more green
absolutism, but an abolishment of the
Green Deal.

MEP Patriots Group, Flemish delegation - Vlaams Belang
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A Stark Warning for Europe’s Economic
Future

The Annual Competition Report offers
yet another stark reminder of the
difficult economic situation Europe finds
itself in. Manufacturing plants are
relocating outside the continent, jobs
are being cut at an alarming pace, and
instead of leading in economic, digital,
or innovation development, Europe is—
by its own choices—turning into a
museum piece of past glory.

Recent proposals, such as the European
Union’s Competitiveness Compass, aim
to address these challenges. Among its
goals are the development of strategic
plans to boost business innovation and
the adoption of measures that would
accelerate the departure from coal-
based economies.

However, the implementation of the
Compass is set to unfold alongside the
European Green Deal and the climate
targets adopted during the previous
legislative term.

Anna Brylka

“Another round of policy reviews and
strategic dialogues will not revive Europe’s
economy. What is needed are structural
reforms, a rollback of the European Green
Deal, and a return to common sense over

ideological fervor.”

For some time, speculation has
circulated that the European
Commission might take a step back
from its rigid and rapid push for a
“green transition” across member states
—a policy line widely known and often
criticized. While the Competitiveness
Compass rightly diagnoses Europe’s
long-standing productivity gap and its
lag behind other major economies over
the past two decades, it simultaneously
doubles down on the Green Deal's
goals, including making Europe the
world’s first “climate-neutral” continent.

Another round of policy reviews and
strategic dialogues will not revive
Europe’s economy. What is needed are
structural reforms, a rollback of the
European Green Deal, and a return to
common sense over ideological fervor.
Yet such transformative changes are
unlikely to come from the current
Commission.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Polish delegation - Ruch Narodowy
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PATRIOTS INITIATIVES

5 amendments to the 2023 and 2024 reports on Turkey;
5 amendments to the Banking Union - annual report 2024,
3 amendments to the Competition policy - annual report 2024,

3 amendment to the Mobilisation of the European Globalisation
Adjustment Fund: Van Hool - Belgium;

9 amendments to the European Water Resilience Strategy;

11 amendments to the MFF INI: A revamped long-term budget for the
Union in a changing world;

4 amendments to the Discharge of the European Council and the
Council;

25 amendments to the Discharge of the EU - Agencies;

5 amendments to the Discharge of the Joint Undertakings;

38 amendments to the Discharge of the European Commission;
3 amendments to the Discharge of the Court of Auditors;

1 amendment to the Discharge of the European Data Protection
Supervisor;

2 amendments to the Discharge of the European External Action
Service;
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PATRIOTS INITIATIVES

3 amendments to the Discharge of the European Public Prosecutors
Office (the ‘EPPO’);

1 amendment to the Discharge of the European Ombudsman;
1 amendment to Discharge of the European Court of Justice;

12 amendments to the Protection of the European Union’s financial
interests;

5 amendments to the Screening of foreign investments in the Union.
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PATRIOTS EVENTS

CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE FRENCH DELEGATION

ATRIOTS

f - " " FOR EUROPE

W UKRAINE :
'HISTORY AND AN
IDENTITYINQUESTION

gt the invitgtion of

JORDAN BARDELLA

President of the Patriotes pour I’Europe Group

&
JEAN-PAUL GARRAUD

President of the French delegation of the Patriots

JAROSLAV LEBEDYNSKY

Historian and author

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025 AT 2.45PM

Room WEISS R5.1
FR/EN INTERPRETATION

Page 17



PATRIOTS

FOR EUROPE

EUROPE
GREAT
AGAIN

PATRIOTS FOR EUROPE
BRUSSELS STRASBOURG
Zweig Building - 07K014 Louise Weiss Building - TO4055
60 Rue Wiertz President Robert Schuman Avenue
B-1047 Brussels 1, CS 91024

F-67070 Strasbourg Cedex

X] @PATRIOTSEP

O) @PATRIOTSEP

f @PATRIOTSEP



