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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKLET

The Patriots wish everyone a happy, healthy, and successful New Year.

As we enter 2026, Europeans expect honesty, accountability, and leadership
from their institutions. Sadly, once again, they are being disappointed.

For the Patriots, the focus of this plenary session is clear: our motion of
censure against Commission President Ursula von der Leyen. The reason
is the EU-Mercosur agreement — a deal negotiated behind closed doors,
without transparency, without democratic debate, and without respect
for Europe’s citizens or their representatives.

Instead of learning from past mistakes, the Commission is repeating them. By
attempting to split the agreement and rush the trade pillar through legal
shortcuts, it seeks to bypass national parliaments and silence legitimate
resistance.

This is not an isolated incident. We have seen this pattern before — when
European citizens said no, Brussels simply found another way. Mercosur
threatens the livelihoods of European farmers who are forced to comply
with some of the strictest rules in the world, while imports from third
countries are allowed in under far lower standards.

This is unfair, unsustainable, and deeply irresponsible. It also undermines
Europe’s food security. After making Europe dependent on others for
energy, the Commission now risks making us dependent for food as
well. No serious political union sacrifices its food autonomy. No strong
Europe is built on dependence and weakness. Yet while farmers and families
are ignored, political energy is wasted on internal attacks and ideological
games.

Europe needs a change of direction and new leadership. Patriots for Europe
therefore call on all political groups to support this motion of censure
— to defend democracy, protect our farmers and families, and safeguard
Europe’s future.
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Mercosur: A Motion of Censure to Defend
Europe’s Farmers and Sovereignty

The Patriots for Europe group is tabling
this week a motion of censure in the
European Parliament against the
European Commission chaired by
Ursula von der Leyen. This initiative is
neither symbolic nor excessive; it is the
direct consequence of an ideological
and  technocratic  drift,  glaringly
illustrated by the  Commission’s
determination to push through the free
trade agreement with Mercosur.

From Brussels, some continue to believe
that free trade is an end in itself, even
when it comes at the expense of our
farmers, our food sovereignty, and our
standards.

Mercosur, as it is being defended today,
would  organize  massive  unfair
competition: products imported from
countries that respect neither our
sanitary standards, nor our
environmental requirements, nor our
social rules would flood the European
market.

Jordan Bardella

“This motion of censure aims to
remind us of an obvious truth:
Europe must once again become a

shield, not a sieve.”

You cannot, on the one hand, impose
ever more constraints on our producers,
and on the other hand, sign agreements
that condemn them to disappear. That
version of Europe no longer protects; it
sacrifices. It sacrifices our rural areas,
our livestock farmers, and our strategic
sectors on the altar of a dogmatic,
reality-detached approach to free trade.

The Commission is acting without
listening to the people, without hearing
the legitimate anger of the agricultural
sector, and without respecting the will of
nations. This headlong rush fuels
distrust and weakens the European
project.

This motion of censure aims to remind
us of an obvious truth: Europe must
once again become a shield, not a sieve.
A Europe that protects, that respects its
peoples, and that defends its strategic
interests. Mercosur is the exact opposite
of this ambition. That is why it must be
brought to an end.

President Patriots Group, French delegation - Rassemblement National
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Patriots Stand with Our Farmers: Motion of Censure
Tabled Against the European Commission over Mercosur

Across Europe, farmers are rising up.
From Poland to France, from Ireland to
Spain, tractors line the streets. This
revolt does not come out of nowhere:
after years of harmful decisions under
the Green Deal by the Brussels elite, the
conclusion of the Mercosur deal is
another direct attack on European
agriculture, food security and
sovereignty.

Once again, the European Commission
has chosen to sacrifice those who feed
Europe. Under the EU-Mercosur deal,
our farmers are facing unfair
competition and a structural
disadvantage. The so-called “safeguard
clauses” by the Commission are
insufficient:  they offer no real
protection.

The way this agreement has been
advanced is also alarming: through legal
tricks to bypass national parliaments,
marginalise the European Parliament,
and to evade democratic scrutiny.

Kinga Gal

“Patriots will always stand with our
farmers. That is why we have tabled
a motion of censure against the
European Commission.”

Mercosur is not an isolated case —it is
the final straw. The EU-Ukraine trade
agreement has already flooded EU
markets with imports that fail to meet
European environmental and sanitary
standards, while excessive bureaucracy
continues to suffocate our farmers.

This is further exacerbated by the
prospect of a 20 percent cut in
agricultural funding under the post-
2027 MFF. The steps announced by the
Commission in response to farmers'
protests are purely cosmetic and fail to
address farmers' concerns.

Patriots will always stand with our

farmers. That is why we have tabled a
motion of censure against the European
Commission. We demand accountability
for the unilateral conclusion of the EU-
Mercosur Agreement. We demand a
change of course and a new leadership
interests  of

that finally puts the
Europeans first.

First Vice-President Patriots Group, Hungarian delegation - Fidesz
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Make Iran Great Again

The brave people of Iran are done with
living under Islamic tyranny. After nearly
half a century of brutal and relentless
oppression, they are rising up to reclaim
their freedom. They deserve our full and
unequivocal support. And here is why:

Islamic ideology poses one of the
gravest threats to human civilization,
including here in Europe. Iran is among
the most aggressive proponents of
Islamic world domination. It is a rogue
state that systematically sponsors
terrorism, not only in the Middle East
but on European soil as well.

Iran has been linked to terrorist
bombings, shootings and targeted
assassinations across our continent.
France, Denmark, Sweden, Spain and
the Netherlands. Europe has felt the
consequences firsthand.

Iran’'s ongoing pursuit of nuclear

weapons constitutes a threat to global
security, Europe included.

Mieke Andriese

“A free Iran is in our own

national interest!”

For these reasons, it is in the direct
national interest of every European
nation to support the courageous
Iranian people who are striving to
remove the ayatollahs from power.

Facing a savage and bloody crackdown,
one that has already claimed the lives of
tens of thousands of unarmed civilians,
they urgently need our help. Their
struggle is our struggle. We are all Erfan
Soltani.

Words alone are not enough. Toppling
the ayatollahs requires real pressure
and real consequences. These tyrants
must be cornered politically,
diplomatically and economically, until
they have no option left but to step
down. This is not charity. It is in our own
interest.

Vice-President Patriots Group, MEP Dutch delegation - PVV
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Neutrality, Democracy, Sovereignty: What the
CFSP Ignores

The implementation of the EU’s
Common Foreign and Security Policy
(CFSP) once again exposes the
fundamental weaknesses of Brussels’
centralist ~ ambitions. From  the
perspective of the FPO, foreign and
security policy is a core element of
national sovereignty and democratic
responsibility. It cannot be effectively
managed through distant institutions
that lack both democratic legitimacy and
a clear mandate from Europe’s peoples.
Austria’'s  constitutionally  enshrined
neutrality is not a historical relic, but a
proven and valuable principle that has
contributed to stability, credibility and
security. Any attempt to dilute or bypass
neutrality through EU-level foreign or
defence policies must be firmly rejected.
The CFSP should respect the diversity of
national interests, historical experiences
and security needs of the Member
States, instead of pushing ideological
uniformity. The growing tendency to
replace  unanimity with  qualified
majority voting in foreign policy is
particularly dangerous.

Harald Vilimsky

“The growing tendency to replace
unanimity with qualified majority voting
in foreign policy is particularly

dangerous.”

Such a shift would silence smaller states
and force them to support positions that
run counter to their national interests or
constitutional principles. Foreign policy
decisions,  especially  those involving
sanctions,  military ~ cooperation  or
geopolitical alignment, require the highest
level of democratic consent and national
accountability. Moreover, the CFSP has
repeatedly failed to deliver stability in
Europe’s  neighbourhood. Instead of
pragmatic diplomacy, we see moralistic
posturing, double standards and policies
that often worsen conflicts while harming
European  economies and  citizens.
Sanctions regimes, for example, have too
often proven ineffective, while burdening
industry, energy security and social
cohesion within the EU. The FPO advocates
a Europe of cooperation between
sovereign states, focused on peace,
diplomacy and the protection of its own
citizens. A credible foreign and security
policy must be rooted in realism, neutrality
where applicable, and respect for national
self-determination—not in further
centralisation driven by Brussels elites.

Vice-President Patriots Group, Head of Austrian delegation - FPO
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Europe Is Being Deliberately Weakened

For years, the European Union has
pursued a reckless course that has
punished its own farmers and industries
while empowering competitors abroad.
Under the pretext of regulation and
moral superiority, Brussels has imposed
obligations that no other global actor is
required to respect. The result is
decline: lost competitiveness, stalled
innovation, and strategic dependence.

European producers operate under the
most demanding regulatory framework
in the world, yet are forced to compete
with imports produced under conditions
that would be illegal within the Union.
This is not an accident. It is a political
choice that weakens Europe from
within.

The EU-Mercosur agreement is the
clearest expression of this failure. It is
presented as an opportunity, but it is
flawed at birth. Without binding mirror
clauses and regulatory equivalence,
European producers are locked into
permanent disadvantage. This is not
free trade, it is institutionalized
unfairness.

Antonio Tanger Corréa

“We reject Mercosur. We condemn
the European Commission’s
conduct in the strongest terms.”

Large agro-industrial corporations may
have the scale and capital to adapt.
Small and medium-sized producers do
not. Rooted in their territories and
dependent on fair conditions, they
cannot absorb regulatory asymmetry or
unfair competition. The result is
concentration, rural decline, and
weakened social cohesion. A food
system that sacrifices local producers
for imports is not resilient, it is
dependent, and it undermines food
sovereignty.

Farmers are further penalized by a
Common Agricultural Policy constrained
until 2027, offering no real
reinforcement. This double punishment
is unacceptable.

We reject Mercosur. We condemn the
European Commission’s conduct in the
strongest terms. Europe needs a new
direction, based on  reciprocity,
protection, and sovereignty.

This is the Europe we defend.

Vice-President Patriots Group, Head of Portuguese delegation - CHEGA
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Iran: The Courage of a People

Iran is entering a new phase of popular
uprising of remarkable scale. In dozens
of cities, women and men are defying an
extremely brutal theocratic regime, at
the cost of their freedom and often their
lives.  Arbitrary arrests, summary
executions, bloody repression: once
again, the dictatorship of the mullahs
responds with violence to a legitimate
aspiration for dignity and freedom.
Several thousand civilians have already
been killed.

For years, European diplomacy has
favoured appeasement, unconditional
dialogue, and sterile compromises with
Tehran. This strategy has only
strengthened the regime and fostered a
sense of abandonment among the
Iranian people. This silence is even more
troubling given that the mullahs’ regime
is not only an internal oppressor, but
also a central actor of political and
violent Islamism on a global scale,
including on European soil.

Clearly  supporting a democratic
transition in Iran is therefore neither
interference nor provocation, but a
choice consistent with our values and
our interests.

Helping Iran to free itself means offering
political and moral support to a people
fighting for liberty. Refusing to do so
means accepting that history repeats
itself and becoming complicit through
inaction. Our Patriots for Europe group
naturally stands with the great Iranian
people and will support all initiatives
aimed at helping these heroes of
freedom.

Jean-Paul Garraud

“The dictatorship of the mullahs
responds with violence to a
legitimate aspiration for dignity
and freedom.”

MEP Patriots Group, Head of French delegation - Rassemblement National
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Too Little, Too Late, EPP: Patriots for Europe
Lead Where the EPP Failed on Migration

Brussels, with the full support of the EPP,
has chosen a migration policy that goes
directly against the interests of European
citizens. Instead of responding to Europe’s
demographic challenges by supporting
families and strengthening local
communities, it has promoted mass
migration as a solution.

The results are clear and undeniable. Across
Western Europe, major cities are becoming
increasingly unlivable: crime is rising, gang
violence is spreading, and parallel societies
are emerging, eroding security and social
cohesion. The EPP's recent cosmetic
corrections and belated expressions of
concern are too little, too late.

The Patriots for Europe Group stands for
what others failed to do: stopping illegal
mass migration to Europe.

An EU Member State, Hungary chose a
different path under strong and decisive
leadership. Since 2015, Hungary has acted
clearly and consistently to stop illegal
migration. The Hungarian people confirmed
this direction in a referendum: we reject
Brussels’ migration policy and insist on our
sovereign right to decide with whom we
live.

Tamas Deutsch

“Hungary is not a country of mass
migration and will not become

2

one.

By defending its borders, Hungary proved
that firm border protection works—and
avoided the chaos now visible elsewhere in
Europe. Yet Brussels is punishing Hungary
for keeping migrants out by fining the
country a €200 million along with a daily
penalty of €1 million - turning so-called
“solidarity” into financial blackmail.

The EU's Migration Pact would force
Member States to accept relocated migrants
or pay a fine of 20 000 euros per migrant it
refuses to take in, build large refugee
camps, and take responsibility for failures
elsewhere.

This is unacceptable. Hungary will not
accept migrants from Western Europe, will
not pay a penalty, nor build refugee camps,
and will not dismantle its border protection.
Hungary is not a country of mass migration
and will not become one.

Others now debate how to live with the
consequences of migration. Our position is
clear: not to let them in at all. There is no
compromise on sovereignty— this is exactly
what we represent.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Hungarian delegation - Fidesz
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Enforcement First: Ending De Facto Permanent
Residence and Reclaiming Border Control

Europe cannot continue pretending it
has an asylum system when, in practice,
illegal stay too turns into de facto
permanent residence. Credibility starts
with enforcement. Repatriation will
remain ineffective if we keep rewarding
non-cooperation abroad.

The external dimension must become a
hard instrument of leverage: visa policy,
funding and access to EU programmes
must be strictly conditioned on
measurable readmission results.

If a third country refuses to take back its
nationals, it should face automatic
consequences.

We must also stop the misuse of asylum
as a backdoor for migration. The EU list
of safe countries of origin and a
reinforced “safe third country” concept
are necessary to fast-track manifestly
unfounded claims, curb abusive
appeals, and redirect limited capacity
towards genuine protection cases.

Paolo Borchia

“Repatriation will remain ineffective
if we keep rewarding non-

cooperation abroad.”

The UK is a cautionary example of what
happens when policy is not anchored in
enforcement.

Recent reporting indicates the UAE has
removed UK universities from eligibility
for state scholarships, explicitly citing
concerns about Islamist radicalisation
and Muslim Brotherhood-linked
influence on campuses—an
extraordinary signal of lost confidence
in Britain's ability to control migration.

Globally, the direction is clear: stricter
migration controls are being adopted
not only in the United States, but also in
Japan.

Europe must be no less determined:
restore control of borders and execute
returns decisively.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Italian delegation - Lega Per Salvini Premier
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Time to Become Unwelcoming

The six-month Cyprus Presidency of the
Council of the European Union has
begun  under the slogan  “An
Autonomous Union Open to the World".
At least when it comes to migration, the
EU should stop being “open to the
world” and start closing its borders.

Mass immigration is suffocating our
welfare states. It fuels crime, erodes
social cohesion, undermines national
security, and places Europe’s cultural
identity under constant pressure. The
reflex to welcome everyone has failed.
What Europe needs now is the courage
to become unwelcoming. In the United
States, Donald Trump has demonstrated
political clarity on this issue. Europe
should take note. Immigration from
developing countries must be paused,
illegal migrants detained, and returns
enforced without delay.

By next June, when the Cyprus
Presidency ends, the EU Migration Pact
is due to enter into force. Yet concerns
remain: Not only about administrative
readiness, but about political will.

Marieke Ehlers

“Closing the borders must be

our Priority #1.”

Unlike the US administration, European
authorities still hesitate to acknowledge
mass immigration as an existential
challenge to Western civilization and
public safety.

Even if the Pact is successfully
implemented on time, its success
hinges, in part, on a credible Return
Regulation, including a European Return
Order. Member states are given up to
two years to introduce the latter. Europe
does not have two years to spare.

Another two years of uncontrolled
migration and the inability to return
illegal migrants would be disastrous. If
the EU fails to protect its external
borders, then every European nation
has a patriotic duty to protect its own.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Dutch delegation - PVV
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Strategic Europe Cannot Be Built on Dependency

Last week, the Patriots for Europe
Group tabled a motion of censure
against Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen. This is not a theatrical
gesture. It is a constitutional instrument,
used when  political leadership
abandons prudence, reciprocity, and
responsibility.

The immediate context is the
Commission’s determination to push
forward the EU-Mercosur agreement,
presented as “historic” by the Brussels
establishment. Yet behind the slogans
lies a serious imbalance: it exposes
European farmers, ranchers and
fishermen to competition from products
that are not subject to the same
environmental, sanitary and labour
obligations that Europe imposes on its
own producers.

At a time when Europe has already
made itself dangerously dependent in
key strategic sectors, it is reckless to
weaken, as well, the foundations of our
food supply.

Jorge Buxadé

“Draconian standards at home and
non-compliance rewarded abroad is
not policy—it is sabotage.”

A single market cannot function on
asymmetric rules. Draconian standards
at home and non-compliance rewarded
abroad is not policy—it is sabotage. It
will  push rural Europe towards
irreversible collapse, export production,
and compromise Europe's capacity to
feed itself.

For this reason, Patriots for Europe calls
for political accountability at the highest
level—and for an immediate change of
course. Given the foreseeable harm of
this disastrous deal, we also registered a
parliamentary initiative months ago to
suspend implementation until the Court
of Justice clarifies the agreement's
legality.

This week, the parliamentary majority
must decide—openly and on the record
—whether it stands with Europe’s
producers or endorses the suicidal
model driving them—and all of us—
towards collapse.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Spanish delegation - VOX
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The EU-Mercosur Splitting: A Democratic Hijack

The European Commission has again
shown how much it is willing to go
beyond democracy to impose its
ideological agenda. The EU-Mercosur
Agreement is not only another death
sentence for our farmers but, it also
compromises our national sovereignty.

Despite the fact that the Commission
was given, twice, a mandate by the
Council to negotiate an association
treaty, which requires the Council's
unanimous support and must be put to
a vote in our national parliaments,
Ursula von der Leyen has decided to
split the agreement.

This manoeuvre is not a mere technical
detail; it is a deliberate political decision
to bypass our national parliaments and
thus undermine democracy.

The Commission argues that splitting
the agreement will facilitate efficiency
and prevent blockages. Actually, it is
about escaping democratic scrutiny.

Tom Vandendriessche

“National parliaments are not an
inconvenience; they are the very
foundation of our democratic

process.”

National parliaments are not an
inconvenience; they are the very
foundation of our democratic process.
Considering them as an obstacle
evidently shows the true mentality of
the Brussels elites. Proving once more
that when globalist ideology clashes
with sovereignty, democracy is the first
casualty.

This method is neither in line with the
spirit nor the letter of the EU Treaties.
The Union was established on the
principle of conferral and not on the
basis of institutional creativity aimed at
silencing the opposition.

If the EU-Mercosur Agreement cannot
survive democratic scrutiny, it is not
democracy that is the problem, but the
agreement itself.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Flemish delegation - Vlaams Belang
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Mercosur? Must Be stopped!

The European Commission is blatantly
violating EU treaties by imposing the
Mercosur agreement, contrary to the
interests of both European farmers and
food consumers. In September 1999,
the Council authorized the Commission
to negotiate a single, comprehensive
agreement. In May 2018, the Council
stated in its conclusions that it is the
Council that decides whether such an
agreement may be divided into separate
instruments.

However, von der Leyen knows that if
she adhered to her lawful mandate, the
agreement would not be accepted by
multiple national parliaments.
Therefore, she has unilaterally carried
out an artificial, arbitrary, and unlawful
division of an agreement that is de facto
a single entity and de iure should
remain one. In doing so, the
Commission abandoned the negotiating
mandate granted by the Council,
thereby violating Article 5(2) of the TEU.

Anna Brylka

“The European Commission is blatantly
violating EU treaties by imposing the
Mercosur agreement, contrary to the

interests of both European farmers and

food consumers.”

This also constitutes an aggressive
breach of the principle of sincere
cooperation between the Union and the
Member States under Article 4(3) of the
TEU. Von der Leyen has shown no
restraint in unlawfully concentrating
more and more power in her own
hands, tyrannically disregarding both
the rights of Member States and the
duty to protect Europeans, contrary to
Article 3(5) of the TEU.

This must be stopped.

MEP Patriots Group, Head of Polish delegation - Ruch Narodowy
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Restoring Control of Migration: Returns, Visa
Policy and Third-Country Cooperation

For too long, the European Union was
oblivious to the growing problem of
illegal migration.

That can no longer be the case. Voters
have spoken clearly and decisively. They
want a safe and stable Europe.

And if we are serious about restoring
public trust and safeguarding the
Schengen area, we must now focus on
what actually works. At this moment,
three priorities are clear.

First, the EU must effectively protect its
external borders.

Border management is not optional, it is
a legal and political responsibility.
Without credible control at our borders,
all other migration policies lose their
meaning. A firm but fair approach is
essential to distinguish those in genuine
need of protection from those who
enter illegally.

Second, we must decisively combat the

criminal  networks that profit from
human misery.

Nikola Bartusek

“Europe must move from words to
decisive action before it is too late.”

Human traffickers are not
humanitarians; they are ruthless
criminals who exploit vulnerable people
and undermine our asylum systems.
Strengthening law enforcement
cooperation, increasing penalties and
disrupting their financial flows must be
central to our strategy.

Third, and most critically, the EU must
apply real economic and political
pressure on third countries to ensure
the return of their nationals who have
no legal right to stay in Europe.

Visa policy, trade preferences and
development cooperation are powerful
tools And they must be used
conditionally.

| have consistently advocated these
measures in every discussion with the
European Commission since day one.
Only now are we beginning to see a shift
in this direction. It is long overdue, but
absolutely necessary. Europe must
move from words to decisive action
before it is too late.

MEP Patriots Group, Czech delegation - Prisaha
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PATRIOTS INITIATIVES

9 amendments to the Annual report on the implementation of the
common foreign and security policy;

8 amendments to the Annual report on human rights and democracy
in the world;

6 amendments to the Report on the 28th Regime: a new legal
framework for innovative companies;

2 amendments to the Report on strengthening the availability and
security of supply of critical medicinal products;

2 amendments to the Report on ensuring the creation of jobs and
revitalising local economies;

9 amendments to the Report on European technological sovereignty
and digital infrastructure;

a motion for a resolution on the Murder of Mehdi Kessaci and 2
amendments to the JMR;

a motion for a resolution on the Presidential elections in Honduras;
a motion for a resolution on the Repression against protesters in Iran;

a motion for a resolution for a CJEU opinion on the Mercosur
Agreement;

a motion of censure on the Commission for the Mercosur agreement.
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PATRIOTS EVENTS

CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE FRENCH DELEGATION

PPATRIOTS

.-/‘r

== cn’r the mwtqhon of

E J( RDAN BARDELLA

Pre ﬁ'dent of the Pafnofs for Europe Group

J AN PAUL GARRAUD

President of the French delegation of the Patriots

OYSTER FARMING:

CHALLENGES AND FRAGILITIES OF A
FLAGSHIP SECTOR WITHIN THE EU

MARION QUETIER

Oyster farmer

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2026 AT 7PM
Room La Rotonde
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